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EARLY YEARS FUNDING 

Information for Parents/Carers

Three and four year old children are entitled to free early years provision.  In Cambridgeshire, the Council funds places in pre-schools, playgroups, day nurseries, independent schools, with accredited Childminder Networks and in Local Authority (LA) nursery schools/classes, reception classes or units. These groups or childminders offering early years provision are called ‘settings’ or ‘providers’.   Parents/Carers are referred to in this document as ‘Parents’.
The entitlement is a maximum of 570 hours over an academic year.  This can be taken as 15 hours a week over a 38 week school year or spread over 50 weeks with fewer hours per week.  Check with your provider to find out what they can offer.  
                                                                        
	Children born between: 
	Become eligible for funding: 

	1 January - 31 March
	1 April after their 3rd Birthday (Summer* school term)

	1 April - 31 August 
	1 September after their 3rd Birthday (Autumn* school term)

	1 September - 31 December
	1 January after their 3rd Birthday (Spring* school term)


When is my child eligible? 

Children become eligible from the 

school term after they turn three through 

to the school term they turn five.
The eligibility dates are different from the 

school term dates.  




*  based on a 3 term school year
How do I find a provider who offers a free place?

If you need help to find a provider who offers free Early Years places, telephone the Families and Childcare Information Service on 0345 04 54 014 or access their website at www.familiesandchildcare.org.uk
Can I split the entitlement between providers? 

Yes. Parents may split their hours between two different providers as long as they don’t exceed the maximum claim in any one term. 

What do I have to do to take up my free place?
Your provider will issue a Parental Contract.  After agreeing a pattern of free hours and weeks over the term you will need to sign this form and return it to your provider with proof of your child’s identity and date of birth (e.g. a birth certificate or NHS card).  There is a cooling off period of 3 weeks after the start of term; after this date the contract may not be changed and there will be no requirement for the provider to transfer funding which they have received for the free place.   The setting will give you a deadline to return the form as they must make their claim for funding to the Council by a certain date each term. 
Can my provider make charges for additional services?

No charge may be made for the free hours and parents must not be obligated to purchase additional hours or pay lunch time charges in order to secure the free entitlement.  Providers may charge for any hours that the parent wishes to take up in addition to the free hours.  
Providers must not charge “top up” fees (the difference between what a provider would normally charge and the funding that they receive from the Council to deliver the free entitlement) in relation to the free hours.  If it is felt that your provider is not providing the 15 hour entitlement totally free please call the Early Years and Childcare Sufficiency team on 01223 507125.
What if I want to change the number of hours during the term?

The Parental Contract is the commitment to a pattern of funded hours for an agreed number of weeks in a term.  Increases in hours of attendance cannot be funded part way through the term.  Charges will be applied by the provider for any additional hours taken.  
What if I move my child?

There is no requirement to transfer the funding between providers once the parental contract has been agreed.  If you know that you will be moving providers mid-term, this should be reflected in the contracts with each provider.  Otherwise, you will need to pay the new provider for the remainder of the term. 
How will my data be used?

Information gathered from the Parental Contract will be submitted to the Local Authority to support your claim for free hours.  For more information of how the Local Authority handles personal data please see the Early Years Privacy Notice on www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
